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[Text]

“-F3IS1!  Your excellency!

Sismillahf®rahmani®
The Government and the people of
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c runei Darussalam are indeed honored that despite your heavy

schedule of duties at homes, your excellency has responded to the ot

(O invitation to visit @runei. On my own behalf and on behalf of my
- g9overnment and the people of Brume! Darussalams, I wish to extend

2 warm welcome to your excelleney and your delegation.

: Our tvwo countries have had a long historfical rel will further enha
understanding that have been nurtured between us. Ve have alvays
felt that this bond of friendship has contributed to the expansion

g} of cooperatfon beneficial te both our countries. Your visit s
‘ proof of your sincere desire to further strengthen the already
T existing close and cordial ties between our two countries and
{C oeoples. Since the #id-50"s, many natianals of the Philfppines
have come ta this country to work as doctorss engineers, teachers,
and nursess, and that played @ part in Brunei®s early development
7 efforts. The process of the formalization of our countries® long
relatfonship culminated in the establishment of diplomatic retations
in 1984, Our relations have since been strengthened in asny ways.,
(. varticularly through numerous contacts between our leaders and
peoples. ' '
I am also very pleased to note that communfcations between our
- {> two countries have been enhanced by regular Roysl Brunei Afriines
"Hii and Philippine Airline flights betueen Sandar Seri Begawan and
' 1anila. A project that will Link Brunei and the Philippines by

"~ means of a fiber-optic submarine cable is now undervay. I am
confident that when accoaplished, this project witl further {mprove
telecommunications efficiency between our two countries. :

@, Apart from our bilateral relations, our “membership 1n ASEAN has

- 2nabled us to work very closely with one another. We share sfsilar
. perceptions with the other member states of ASEAN on the {mportance
(. of promoting and maintaining peace and staoility in the regfon as
‘ well as on many global issuese ¥ recall uith a deep sense of

satisfaction ay visit to Manila for the meeting of ASEAN heads of
| jJovernment last year. The fact that the meeting was hetd in Manita
_ attests to the importance of the Philippines to ASEAN and your
"!' excellency®s skillful chairing of the %anila sumanit enabled 1t to
/™ produce meaningful results. :

We are, however, conscious of the need for ASEAN to continue to
work hard so that the decisions reached at the suamit will be
translated into realfty. It is satisfying to note that there have
been major encouraging developnent; fn the international potitical
environment creating a situation conducfve to political settlement of
{+ outstanding regfonal problems. We hope this trend will create a
precedent for a political solutfon of the Kampuchean problem. The
aost significant recent development was the holding of the Jakarta
(> informal meeting, uhich we believe was a step forward in the search
- for a Llasting political solutfon of the Kaspuchean problem. In
’i'ﬂ this context, ASEAN should intensify its efforts to help in the
(> process of finding a solution acceptable to all the factions
fnvolveds A delay in the settlement of the Kampuchean fssue would
pe an obstacle to the realization of the zone of peace, freedom, and
neutrality which ASSAN seeks to achieve. "

S‘ Your excellency, in conclusfons I would Like to take this
opportunity to express our admiration for the great courage and

¢ determination which you have shown in your efforts to bring about

i peacer stability, and prosperity for your people. We in Brunei
wish you every success in your noble endeavor. Thank you!?

k; LApolause] ;
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. We are indeed honared to be the guests of one of Southeast

Asia's oldest nations :and most distinguished ruling families, a
nation with which the Philippines has had Long historic ties and
deep ractal and cultural affinities. The commonality of our
colonfal experiences in this part of the world further strengthens
those ties and gives the mutual support that has marked our
relations from the very start of Srunei®s independence - the
xuality of a special friendship.

As you well knows we welcomed the independence of 3runei and its
tnclusfon Tiv the United Nations-and in ASEAN most eagerly. 1In
turns, we found in 2runed and its royal family the understanding and
dillingness to halp when we needed to asddress our country's problees

© and conedrre in its southern part-and bordegas Iruneti Darussalam#s

efforts at the 71C LJdrzanization of Istamic. Conference —- :

F315] meetings in +4orocco fn 1986 and fn Jordan this year have
heen invaluadble to our republics, particularly at this time when it
is jusy starting to recaver its proper strength and rightful place.
in the Southeast Asfan balance =~ 3 streangth represented by its
numbers, its growing economys and its new~found pride and jealous
sense of natfonhood, a ranking that its strategic location,
1eographical safety, and past contributions to the stabitity and
security of the ontire region dictates it must have. . That strenuth
ind rank cannot help but make themselves felt in the future
configuration of the region's security.

Brunei{®s wsany acts of friendship toward the Philipaines have
come at the critical juncture of its history. Those who stood by
us at this time will not be forgotten. We shall share our friends®
concerns for their own country®s security and stabflity fn this part

of the world as they have shared our problems with the regard to our.

owne Friendship uwill be 2 factor in our decision ‘as we steer this
region toward new avenues of greater peace, :tability' safety, and
genuine 1ndependence in Southeast Asia. i

I have come here to strengthen the ties ostablishea\by history
and by generous acts extended to each other.’ I feel that this
would be best accomplished by greater trade and cultural
commercebetween our countries so that the friendship .we avou today
will be manifest concretely in the materfal isproveament of our
respective peoples. The rich advantages of more extensive trade and
investaents betveen us have barely been tapped. Yet, trade should
be naturals, as they say, betueen two countries so closely sftuated
and historically linkeds The richness and variety of Philippine

" products and the faportance of the mineral resources of Srunei

Darussalam strongly suggest the direction of a meantngful and
nutually beneficial partnership betueen these two young nations on
the threshold of a new era in the world®s history. For we stand
indeed on such a threshold. As other regions of the world coalesce
more tightly to achieve the strength that complementary economies
have begun to generate in the formal and inforsal federations that
are coming iInto being among the countries of Furope and North
Amerfca, we must rethink the resolve that Lies at the root of our
ASEAN commitment and consider whether we should start earnestly to
take its goals seriously or strike out each in his or her oun
independent direction to make partnerships elsewhere. The pouers
that transnational unfty will generate in the coming federations of
the North promfiser on the one hand, greater stability and peace in
the world but threatenr on the other, the emergence of combined
economic forces that ASEAN countries cannot hope to compete
"against separately. The suift and such touded progress that some

of the ASEAN caountries h x'w
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untted North. For tisme alone cannot erase the dichotomy and
disparity between North and South. And, Like 1t or not, we are of
the South. We have in the South, Sod=given natural bounties.,

but equally and hiatoricallrfdetcr-!nod»cceuonic development, which
has given us occasional prosperity and hGOQr*notuithstanding' only

}

the most tentative economic foundation. The challenge of soverefign , S
combinatfons in the West yet suggests {ts oun solution. The future A
beckons us to greater cooperation and closer unity of action and ‘

purpose. Perhaps, 1t is too much to expect this amoeng so many, but {},

it is not unreasonable to hope that we can make a neaningful start
between two, between Negara Brune$ Darussalam [State of Brunei -
Darussalam -~ F3IS] and the Republic of the Philippines. : Y

O9n behalf of our government and the Filipino people, 1 pledge )
to Your Majesty and the people of Bruned Darussalas our best

efforts to bring about the deeper cooperation and unity in the 20}
generous spirit that frow the start has marked cur diplomatic § (1T
friendship and historic ties. Applause] STAT
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